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Appendix 1

ECCE Writing Samples with Commentary

Four sample ECCE responses are presented here based on different prompts, along with detailed com-
ments and an approximate score range for each. The following prompts are represented in these samples:

Prompt 1: Essay

Textbooks required for classes should be available to students for free through libraries 
or the Internet.

• Write an essay on whether you agree or disagree with the statement above.

• Include specific reasons and details to support your opinion.

Prompt 2: Essay

Teenagers should be required to have an after-school job to get real working 
experience before they graduate.

• Write an essay on whether you agree or disagree with the statement above.

• Include specific reasons and details to support your opinion.

Prompt 3: Email

A group of teachers at your school has noticed that students seem bored in class, so 
they want to try to make their classes more fun and interesting. They want to know 
what ideas students have about how to do this.

• Write an email to the teachers to explain your opinion. Give reasons to support 
your ideas. 

• Start your email, “Dear Teachers.”

Prompt 4: Email

A local high school is planning an end of the year trip. The school is trying to decide 
on the best location for the students to visit. The principal of the school would like 
members of the community to give their opinion.

• Write an email to the principal to explain your opinion. Give reasons to support 
your ideas. 

• Start your email, “Dear Ms. Johnson.”
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Prompt 1—Essay

I want to say that am disagree withe the testbooks on internet because every 
student will be watching the themes or the anwsers and thats not good because 
they will can’t learn english or other tounge basicly thats called cheating, with 
cheating nowone learn’s nothing anyone cheets for a good end but the only thing 
that they pick is bad for us and we didn’t understand this in the other hand we 
can learn from that because we can learn from our mistakes and we can see the 
questions and then we can learn becase we will know what should be awnsered 
and we will be better

Thats all to tell you the truth cheating is a bad way to a test if u don’t know how 
to use it, Thats all

Commentary

• Much of the content in this response is not directly related to the idea of students having 
access to textbooks for free online. The writer begins by stating an argument that he 
disagrees with “the testbooks on internet,” but he spends the rest of the response arguing 
that cheating is bad, and people won’t learn if they cheat. 

• The ideas are minimally organized within this response. An argument is stated in the first 
part of the essay, and it ends with “Thats all,” which signals the conclusion. However, the 
connection of ideas within the response is not apparent. 

• The writer attempts to use a range of grammatical structures, but the response contains 
many errors (e.g., “they will can’t learn”). Vocabulary errors are also present. Grammar and 
word choice errors combined lead to confusion for the reader (e.g., “cheating is a bad way to 
a test if u don’t know how to use it”). 

• The writer has misunderstood the prompt, and this misunderstanding contributes to the 
reader having trouble understanding the text. It’s unclear whether the writer understands 
who the audience is supposed to be and what his purpose for writing is. 

• This test taker is not prepared and should work on developing his writing skills before 
taking the ECCE Writing Section.
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Prompt 2—Essay

Hi, I’m a junior high school student and now I’m going to say my opinion about 
after-school job for teenagers before they graduate and if it’s worth it to do 
something like that.

I believe that after-school job is a very nice idea, especially for students 
that are going to graduate, because they’ll have to choose what job they will 
concentrate on. This will also help them on how to behave in a real work and 
won’t have problems in the future.

Secondly, it can help them on how it is to work with people you don’t know and 
you get to know them. By that you will be able to make new friends and groups 
of friends and you can be more sociable in your life. Also, by doing after-school 
working you will learn how to work as a team with the people that you are with, 
in that job and share things together.

In conclusion, I think that after-school job is a very nice idea because it can help 
teenagers to get to know how real working is and also help them with the job 
that they will choose to do in the future.

Commentary

• The writer presents her argument in the second paragraph, stating that she believes “that 
after-school job is a very nice idea” and providing three reasons to support her opinion: it will 
help students choose a job, get to work with and know new people, and learn how to work 
as a team. She provides a few supporting details for those points. 

• Ideas are organized into a typical essay format: an introduction, body, and conclusion. The 
writer uses standard connectors, such as “Secondly,” “Also,” and “In conclusion.” 

• The writer demonstrates an appropriate range of grammar and vocabulary. While some 
vocabulary mistakes are present (e.g., “what job they will concentrate on”), the reader is able 
to understand the point the writer is trying to convey.

• The first paragraph indicates that the writer has misinterpreted her audience. She starts out 
by writing “Hi” and introducing herself, which is a style that is more typical of the email or 
letter task and not the essay task. 

• This test taker is on track but should continue to prepare for the ECCE Writing Section.
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Prompt 3—Email

Dear Teachers,

I’ve heard that you want to make your classes more fun and interesting, so I 
would like to tell you my opinion about this.

I think, a good idea is to have music during the breaks, as it will make children 
relax from their program. Also, a good change is to have more than one teacher 
in each class, so that children can ask them further more questions and explain 
them things that they haven’t understand. Furthermore, one other idea is to have 
lesson all the grades together for once a week, so that children will change their 
ideas and knowledge with each other. This will help them to communicate with 
other people and learn new things from kids that they are almost in the same 
age

So, I think that if you will change some things about the way you are having a 
lesson, it will be a very good result and both children and teachers will have a 
great time at school.

Sincerely,

Jane

Commentary

• The writer presents three ideas on how to make classes more fun and interesting: “music 
during the breaks,” “more than one teacher in each class,” and to bring all the grades 
together for one lesson per week. Additional supporting details are provided (e.g., “This will 
help them to communicate with other people and learn new things”). 

• The ideas within this email are organized adequately. The writer uses a variety of connectors 
to illustrate the relationship between ideas within the response (e.g., “Also,” “Furthermore,” 
“This will help”). 

• The writer’s use of language is sufficient in this response. She uses compound and complex 
sentences. Some sentences contain grammatical errors (e.g., “explain them things”). 
Vocabulary within the response is generally accurate, despite some mistakes (e.g., “change 
their ideas” rather than exchange). Despite some mistakes, the reader does not have any 
trouble understanding the writer’s response. 

• The writer seems to have an adequate understanding of who the audience is. She sets 
the context for the email in the first paragraph, and in the final paragraph, she restates 
her opinion that changing a few things would be a good idea. Her tone is appropriate for 
correspondence with teachers. 

• This test taker is adequately prepared to take the ECCE Writing Section.
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Prompt 4—Email

Dear Ms Johnson, 

As you know, the local high school is planning an end of the year trip and we are 
looking for the best place to visit.

I believe that a good option would be a big place where we can feel free. 
Because, you know, we pass all the year in a room and to stay around four walls 
generates stress in the students. Furthermore is good idea to do extreme sports, 
scientist suggest to do extreme sports to get out stress of your body. However, 
doing extreme sports would be a little dangerous but we need to take the risk if 
we want to enjoy the moment and if we want to have experiences to share in the 
future.

It’s important to clarify that, it’s an end of the year trip and it is a trip as a 
group where we can enforce our relations as a team and also like a family, so we 
can go to a forest far from the city where we can enjoy a lunch together, maybe 
a part of us, who wants to take the risk, can practice rock climbing. After that 
we can prepare a dinner with wild ingredients and then eat that under the stars, 
and finally sleep after all the hard but funny day.

To conclude that I believe, going to the forest would be a good idea to follow, 
and I guess that there is a place like my description, near to here. Would be 
great if you consider my idea.

Thank you,

Leonardo

Commentary

• The writer develops his response well, providing clear imagery to the reader (e.g., “prepare 
a dinner with wild ingredients and then eat that under the stars”). He develops his argument 
with original ideas, supporting them with details to elaborate further. 

• The ideas within the email are adequately organized. The writer uses standard connectors 
(e.g., “Furthermore,” “However,” “To conclude”). 

• The email demonstrates an appropriate range of grammar and vocabulary. Vocabulary is 
generally used well (e.g., “take the risk,” “enjoy the moment”). While some errors are present 
(e.g., “hard but funny day,” “near to here”), the reader is able to easily understand the 
response. 

• The writer seems to understand his audience, and he uses an appropriate tone for 
addressing a principal. He provides context for his email in the first paragraph and a brief 
recap of his ideas in the final paragraph. Both of these work to help the reader follow the 
text. 

• This test taker is well prepared to take the ECCE Writing Section.



www.michiganassessment.org

Writing Resource Pack
March • 2021

21 of 22

Appendix 2

New Practice Prompts

 Email

City officials and citizens are worried about the amount of garbage in city parks. A 
group of citizens has proposed holding clean-up days 3 times a year, and the mayor 
would like to hear what residents think of this idea.

• Write an email to the mayor to explain your opinion about this proposal. Give 
reasons to support your ideas.

• Start your email, “Dear Mayor Taylor.”

Cell Phones Not Allowed in Schools

The principal of a local high school is considering a new rule that students may not 
bring their cell phones to class. The principal would like to know how students feel 
about the proposed rule.

• Write an email to the principal explaining what you think of this new rule banning 
cell phones in class. Give reasons to support your ideas.

• Start your email, “Dear Principal Carter.”

Changes to the School Day

The principal of the local high school has decided to change school start time from 
7:00 am to 10:00 am, with the school day ending at 5:00 pm. The principal would like to 
know how students and parents feel about the proposed schedule change.

• Write an email to the principal explaining what you think of this new schedule. 
Give reasons to support your ideas.

• Start your email, “Dear Principal Freeman.”
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 Essay

City governments should provide free or low-cost exercise classes and activities to 
encourage better exercise habits and improve the health of their citizens.

• Write an essay on whether you agree or disagree with the statement above.

• Include specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

Requiring higher prices for unhealthy food like potato chips and soda is a good policy 
to help people make healthier food choices and improve their health.

• Write an essay giving your opinion about the statement above.

• Include specific reasons and details to support your opinion.

Because not enough people are choosing careers in farming, governments should offer 
benefits to young people who choose to live and work in the countryside.

• Write an essay giving your opinion about the statement above.

• Include specific reasons and details to support your opinion
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