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ECCE Speaking Test CSP19_0006

Help Solve a Problem

Situation
I am the principal of an elementary school and I have a problem. Find out what my problem is and 
offer me some good advice.

First
You should look at the pictures below and ask:

•	 What is the problem?

•	 What are the options?

•	 What are the advantages of each option?

Then
When you have all the information you need, explain which option you think is best and why. Be ready 
to explain why you didn’t choose the other option. Remember to use information you learn from 
asking questions to explain your final choice.

Finally
After you have shared your decision, you will be asked more questions about the topic.
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Examinee Information

Help Solve a Problem

Situation
I am the principal of an elementary school and I have a 
problem. Find out what my problem is and offer me some 
good advice.

First
You should look at the pictures below and ask:

•	 What is the problem?

•	 What are the options?

•	 What are the advantages of each option?

Then
When you have all the information you need, explain which 
option you think is best and why. Be ready to explain why you 
didn’t choose the other option. Remember to use information 
you learn from asking questions to explain your final choice.

Finally
After you have shared your decision, you will be asked more 
questions about the topic.

Examiner Information

What is the problem?
Our school is planning on adding an extra break during the school day for our students. We are trying to 
decide which activities to offer to our students during this break.

What are the options?

Option 1 Option 2 
children playing tutor and child

The first option is that we could give 
our students time to play outside. 
We could give them soccer balls and 
games to play with their classmates.

The second option is that we could give 
our students time for extra help with 
math and reading. We could have some 
teachers available to help them with 
their homework.

What are the advantages 
of each option?

The advantage of the first option is 
that playing outside will give students 
a break from school. It will also allow 
them to get some exercise and enjoy 
time with their friends.

The advantage of the second option is 
that students will be able to finish their 
homework at school so they have more 
time to play at home. They can ask 
their teachers questions about topics 
they don’t understand.

Elaboration Questions

1. Tell me about an activity that you do/did on 
breaks during the school day. What do/did you 
like about this activity?

2. What are some of the things students enjoy 
most about school?

3. Some people believe that it’s important to take breaks during the day in order to be more productive. To 
what extent do you agree?


